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COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 26th February 2002 there were present:-



Councillors
A. M. Lacey, Mayor





Mrs. G. A. Camp





Dr. J. J. Camp





Mrs. M. S. Cox





C. T. Elsmore





C. Lusty





Mrs. J. A. Marrott





M. S. Morgan





P. A. Morgan





Miss. M. J. Shallcross





Gloucestershire Constabulary P. C. Rob Dix

APOLOGIES for absence were received from Councillors G. Sindrey, Deputy Mayor, C. P. Kay, M. T. Weston and County Councillor Mr. P. Chamberlain.

Chairman A. M. Lacey introduced Guest Speaker Councillor Anne Martin, Leader of the Forest of Dean District Council.

Firstly, Councillor Martin thanked the members of Coleford Town Council for inviting her to come and talk to everyone.  She informed members that because there are so many Parish and Town Councils in the Forest of Dean, it is taking a long time to get round to visiting them all.  But she feels that it is worthwhile, because people can put a ‘face to the name’.  It is also another step to help bridge the gulf that is generally perceived between Town/Parish Councils and the District Council.

A new structure of personnel and meetings has been introduced at the District Council and Members asked Councillor Martin to give her views and feelings on the subject.  She told members that on a whole the new structure was working well.  It has been a huge change for all employees and the system has now been running for 5 months.  Councillor Martin is relatively new to it all herself, and although it has been a huge learning curve for her she feels it was a good time to come onto the Council.

Councillor Martin is Chairman of the Executive Committee, which has 13 Members.  This committee meets every Thursday at 8.45am at the FODDC offices, and is open to the public who can also ask questions.  She is also the Forest of Dean Representative at Regional Assembly Meetings, which are held in Exeter, she is also a member on the Regional Planning Group.  She apologised for not being able to attend Coleford Forum Meetings, because she was so busy.

Councillor Chris Lusty asked Councillor Martin what she would most like to be remembered for when she stands down as Leader.  She replied that she would like people to say that she was a fair person, and listened to everyone and represented everyone.

Councillor Mrs. Janet Marrott personally thanked Councillor Martin for all her hard work, especially with the Foot and Mouth recovery for the Forest of Dean.

Councillor Mike Lacey thanked Councillor Martin for attending the meeting.

Councillor Martin left the meeting at 7.40pm.

The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 29th January 2002 having been circulated were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct subject to the following amendment:-

Minute No. 184...MEMBERS REPORTS should read Councillor Mrs. G. A. Camp submitted a written report in her absence, stressing....

Chairman A. M. Lacey, Mayor, introduced P. C. Dix who gave the following crime figures for the period 01/01/02 – 31/01/02.

Violence against a person

3

Burglary Dwelling


5

Burglary Non-Dwelling

0

Theft from Vehicle


10

Theft of Vehicle


5

Other Theft and Handling

5

Fraud and Forgery


7

Criminal Damage


11

Possession of Drugs


0

Notifiable Offences


1

Members were told that there had been no drug related issues in Coleford but the Police had been generally busy in other parishes.

P. C. Dix informed members that he would bring Inspector Keith Desbois, who was new to Coleford Constabulary to the next Town Council meeting.

There is a new Rural Watch Website – www.ruralwatch.co.uk, which is a national website and covers all constabularies.  It is accessible by the public, and gives regularly updated news affecting local parishes.  The Police are aware that not everyone has access to the Internet, but is hoped that it will be a useful ongoing form of communication for the general public.

P.C. Dix informed members that the constabulary had 40 new e-mail phones, which are free to Parish and Town Councils who do not have access to computer facilities.  It is hoped that they will help improve lines of communication.

There is a new recruitment drive to increase the number of ‘Special Constables’, especially in the Forest of Dean area.  The entry requirements are not as involved as full time recruitment, but would still be made up of fitness and academic tests.  It is hoped that these positions would be salaried in the not so distant future and not continue on a voluntary basis as at present.  P. C. Dix thinks that more people will be interested in applying.

P.C. Dix would like to make the public aware that there are shed alarms on sale from the Victim Support Office in Coleford.  They cost approx. £10.00.  It is hoped that their installation will significantly reduce the number of garage and shed break-ins, which are high in number, as they are deemed an easy option for would be thieves.  Having an alarm may also help when claiming on insurance for the stolen items.

Members asked P.C. Dix if the ‘Bobby Bus’ was doing well.  In reply P.C. Dix said that on the whole, it was going quite well, and generating a lot of public support.  It had been considered putting an advert in the local press to publicise the ‘Schedule of Stops’ but proved to be too expensive.  Councillor Mrs. G. A. Camp told P.C. Dix that she was pleased to see him out and about on the streets of Coleford.  It is gratifying for the public, and you cannot put a value on the impact of seeing the police making themselves more visible.

Councillor C. Lusty referred to an article that he had found in a local newspaper.  It reported that Cheltenham Constabulary was going to start prosecuting skateboarders under the ‘Playing Games on a Public Highway’ and ‘Public Highway Nuisance’ acts.  P.C. Dix replied that this was still a grey area and it was difficult to pin point what, especially around the Clock Tower, constitutes as a public highway.

P.C. Dix finished his report by telling members that the cyclist that had been reported for cycling the wrong way down St. Johns Street had been captured on CCTV.  The Police are endeavouring to identify the individual.

P.C. Dix left the meeting at 7.55pm.

187. THE STANDARDS BOARD – MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT
The Clerk asked members to clarify that they had all received a copy of the Model Code of Conduct.  The Clerk reported that Cinderford Town Council is going to adopt the basic copy issued by the Government ‘as is’.

A letter had been received from the GAPTC informing the Council that they are currently awaiting the new NALC Guide to the Ethical Framework, and upon receipt will send each Council a free copy.  In the meantime they ask the Council not to adopt the local code.

188. TOWN CENTRE IMPROVEMENTS/ACCESS ROAD OLD STATION WAY
The Clerk reported to members the conclusions of a meeting that took place at the Town Council Offices on Tuesday 26th February 2002.

Whilst reference was made to the progress being made regarding options 7 and 8 of the phase 3 development, it was clarified by Mr. Waters that the intention of the meeting was to discuss the Halcrow link road technical note.

Councillor P. Morgan clarified that the Town Council had given an alternative suggestion for the location of the link road off Old Station Way but reiterated that the actual location should be identified by the County Council based on the easiest and most cost effective option.  The suggested alternative location was not to be viewed as a preference by the Town Council.

Mr. Brian Morgan advised the meeting that having the Town Council promote the access road and District Council promote the phase 3 developments would result in an either or situation.  The two projects were not sequential.  Funding was available for the phase 3 development from the County Council, English Heritage, RDA and the District Council.  Funding for the access road would be mainly District Council.

Town Council members stated that if this were the case they would prefer to implement the link road as a priority, that of the six options already examined for the phase 3 development of the town centre, none had been considered acceptable as an aid to manage the traffic impact on the town centre.  Town Council members felt that the opposite, in fact, would be achieved.

The attendees were unanimous in agreeing that the development in the Town Centre and St John Street had improved Coleford dramatically in recent years.  Councillor M. Morgan reminded the meeting that the Town Council had contributed considerably in achieving the final design from consultation and that the Town Councils views should be taken seriously as representing the needs of the people of Coleford.

189. COLEFORD COMMUNITY CENTRE
Councillor Mrs. G. A Camp strongly voiced her disapproval at a remark that had been made recently and publicised in the local press.  The Community Centre was described as a ‘60’s Gas Chamber’.  The remark did not come from a member of Coleford Town Council, and should not be associated with it any way.

190. PROMOTIONAL LEAFLETS – TOWN CENTRE EVENTS
Councillor Mrs. J. A. Marrott showed members a final draft version of the Town Centre Events promotional leaflet.  Cygnet Design & Print Ltd had given quotes for producing the leaflet.  10,000 leaflets @ £573 or 20,000 leaflets @ £979.

Resolved:  Members agreed to fund 20,000 copies at a total cost of £979.  Also to thank David Thornton for his time and efforts in designing the leaflet and reimburse him costs for materials used to produce the draft copy.

191. TOWN CENTRE BUNTING
Having made enquires as to the cost to erect, maintain and remove the bunting, it was evident that it was over the limit for the job to be done without going out for tender.  In view that a budget has not been allowed for this in the forthcoming year members instructed the Clerk to approach Coleford Fire Station to see if there would be any possibility of them putting it up as they did the previous year.

Resolved:  The Clerk to advertise for tenders and the cost to be taken into consideration in next year’s budget 2003/2004.

192. PUBLIC FOOTPATH RCO 9 COLEFORD
Acting upon correspondence previously received, The Clerk has inspected the hedge that runs along side the public footpath. The Clerk confirmed to members that the hedge has doubled in width and needed to be cut back quite urgently.  The estimated cost from the County Council to do this is £650.

Resolved:  The County Council to write to Mr. Miles asking if he is prepared to pay a third of the total cost of cutting back the hedge.  The remainder of the costs is being met by The Town and County Councils.  The Clerk to also obtain further quotes.

193. FLORAL TENDERS RE: TOWN CENTRE CONTRACT
The Clerk informed members that two tenders had been received for the Town Centre Floral Contract.  Members asked the Clerk to obtain names and addresses of referees for all applications from contractors not known to the Council before a final decision is made.

194. TOWN CENTRE COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE
The Clerk updated members on the progress of the commemorative plaque, which is to be displayed on the Clock Tower.  Costings have been obtained from Forest of Dean Stone Firms for a carved stone plaque at £351 plus VAT and Ernest Heal & Sons for a bronze plaque, which has been quoted at £204.45 inc. VAT.

Resolved:  The Clerk to proceed with Bronze Plaque.  Members would like the plaque to be set onto faced stone.

195. ACTION FOR MARKET TOWN – SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP OFFER
A letter has been received from ‘Action For Market Towns’ offering a special half price membership.  This provides ongoing support for towns, which have received MCTI funding.

Resolved:  Letter to be passed to the Coleford Partnership to be discussed at next meeting on Thursday 14th March 2002.

196. FODDC – URBAN CAPACITY STUDY/HOUSING STRATEGY (GC)
The Clerk advised members that the FODDC Urban Capacity Study and Housing Strategy together with the Government ‘Green Paper’ needed to be inspected and discussed.

Resolved:  The Housing Strategy Document to be discussed at the Planning Meeting on 16th April 2002.  The Urban Capacity Study and the Planning Green Paper to be discussed at Planning Meeting on 12th March 2002, to which Carol Kambites will also be invited to.  Councillor M. S. Cox has agreed to make draft notes on each of the documents and bring to meetings.

197. PLANS
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 12th February 2002 having been previously circulated were accepted as true record.

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF3872/B (P172/02)

Erection of a three bedroomed
Re-examine footprint and access.

Mrs S Hoare,


dormer bungalow.  Construction
Town Councillors feel these are 

4 Speech House Road,

of new vehicular access.

unacceptable.

Broadwell,

Coleford.

DF5901/H (P178/02)

Alterations and extensions to
No objections.

Mr & Mrs Johns,


dwelling including the provision

9 Bixhead Walk,


of dormer windows and 

Broadwell.


re-siting of garage.

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

CC/PT33538


(A4136 Five Acres, Coleford)
Support given to application.

Gloucestershire County Council,
(30mph Speed Limit) Order

Shire Hall,


2002 and (A4136 Coleford)

Gloucester.


(Notice of Proposed Toucan 





Crossing).

DF12247 (P193/02)

Erection of a single storey

No objections.

Mr & Mrs B Jones,

extension (Demolition of

5, Perch Drive,


existing conservatory).

Mile End,

Coleford.

DF280/5/B (P190/02)

Alterations and extension to
Cllr. P. A. Morgan declared an interest.

Mr & Mrs T E Griffiths,

garage including a linked porch
No objections.

5, Southfield Road,

to dwelling.

Coombs Park,

Coleford.

DF12251 (P215/02)

Erection of a detached double 
Members expressed concern 

Mr & Mrs Room,


private car garage.

regarding the access being on

Sylvia Dean,






the inside of a curve.

67, North Road,

Broadwell.

DF147/1/L (P211/02)

Application under regulation
Cllr. C. T. Elsmore declared an interest.

Coalway Community Infant Sch,
3 for the provision of an Elliot
No objections.

Coalway Road,


Medway classroom

Coleford.

DF6104/A (P204/02)

Alterations and two storey

Members queried if access is

Mr & Mrs R Vaughan,

extension.


adequate?

26, Woodgate Road,

Coleford.

198. GAPTC – ‘SO YOU WANT TO BE A PARISH COUNCILLOR’
The Clerk informed members that a letter had been received from Richard Bellis – GAPTC.  He suggests that a ‘So you want to be a Parish Councillor’ session should be held in March 2003 and would be happy to present it.

Resolved:  Members asked the Clerk to publicise the opportunity for members of the public interested in becoming a Town Councillor to attend the forthcoming Annual Parish Assembly.

199. WYE VALLEY AONB MANAGEMENT PLAN – PUBLIC MEETINGS
The Jigsaw Project’ Wye Valley Views’, which Councillor Mrs. J. A. Marrott was involved with, was the initial step in the review of the Wye Valley AONB Management Plan.  The responses to the Jigsaw questionnaire and the photographs will be used to help identify the issues, which will have to be addressed in the review of the Management plan.  The revised Wye Valley AONB Management Plan will cover the period 2004/2009 and will be instrumental in directing the management of the Wye Valley AONB.

To widen the process and enable everyone, who lives within the AONB to have an input into the review, fourteen public meetings will be held during April – June 2002.  These meetings will be informal when people can drop in at any time to discuss their concerns with the staff of the Wye Valley AONB unit.  The meeting that for the Coleford Parish is to be held at the Christchurch Old School Rooms on Tuesday 18th June 2002.

200. THANKYOU LETTER FROM ABIGAIL LUSTY
The Clerk read a letter to members from Abigail Lusty, thanking the Town Council for letting Abigail and her friends hold a ‘Blue Peter’ stall on the Clock Tower.  The final amount raised was £72.60.  To date, the ‘Blue Peter Appeal’ has raised £750,000 with a target of £1 million.

201. PARISH &TOWN COUNCILS CONFERENCE – MINUTES 11/01/02
A copy of the minutes for the above conference, which took place on 11th January 2002, is in the Town Council Office for member’s inspection.

202. FODDC – FEEDBACK REPORT OPEN SPACE CONFERENCE – ‘ART FOR THE FOREST OF DEAN’
A copy of the feedback report for the above conference, which took place on 24th November 2001 at Lydney Town Hall, is in the Town Council Office for member’s inspection.

203.
MEMBERS REPORTS

Councillor M. S. Morgan reported to member’s that he has noticed stone flaking off the Clock Tower.

Resolved:  The Clerk to check when the annual inspection is due.

Councillor Morgan praised Town Council staff and Ernest Heal & Sons for the prompt action for the removal of a tree that had blown down in Coleford Cemetery. It was reported and dealt with in the same day.

Councillor Morgan also reported his concern over a headstone in Coleford Cemetery that he felt was not in keeping with the cemetery.

Resolved:  Further applications for the erection of Headstones considered as possibly contentious to be put before full Council.

Councillor Mrs. G. A. Camp reported to members on a meeting that she had recently attended regarding the future of the Coleford County Ambulance Station.  Because of the high public profile, and importance of the subject Councillor Camp suggested that a representative of the Ambulance Service be invited to talk to members at a future meeting.

Resolved:  The Clerk to write a letter to the Ambulance Service inviting a representative to a future monthly meeting.

Councillor Mrs. J. A. Marrott reported to members on a recent Market Towns Forum Meeting that she had attended along with the Town Clerk on 6th February 2002.

Items on the agenda included ‘Funding for the Forum’ which has been secured from SWRDA and The Countryside Agency for a 2-year period.

A full report on this meeting is in the office for member’s inspection.

Councillor M. S. Cox reported on the initial meeting of the Coleford Partnership, which was held in the Town Council Offices on the 7th February 2002.  There is to be an introduction day to the MCTI in Tiverton, Devon to which Councillor Cox would be attending.  The next Partnership meeting is on 14th March, at the Town Council Offices at 5.30pm.

Councillor C. T. Elsmore reported briefly on a Rural Transport Meeting that he had recently attended.  Dial-a-Ride is being introduced into Cinderford.  Cycle ways between Parkend and Lydney were discussed, also the possibility of the No. 31 bus service between Coleford and Gloucester running every half an hour.

Councillor P. A. Morgan reported to members, the progress of action from the recent Scrutiny Committee meeting regarding Whitecliff Brook.

Welsh Water promised to produce a document to be sent to Counsell, which had to be sent out on a specific time schedule.  The document did not go out on time, thus raising the question of were Welsh Water using delaying tactics?

204.
IN COMMITTEE REPORTS
Deputy Clerk Post

The recommendations from the Office Sub-Committee held on 18th February, were received and accepted by full council.

205.
ACCOUNTS

Gloucestershire Media – Xmas Lights




54.05

Gloucestershire Media – Flower Tender Advert



32.31

npower – Coleford Cemetery Workshop




  9.11

npower – CTC Office







60.55

npower – Xmas Lighting Account





72.26

E Heal & Sons – Emptying baskets in Cemetery



35.25

E Heal & Sons – Grave digging E Annetts



          262.50

E Heal & Sons – Grave digging V Howells



          277.50

Kathy Lewis – J A Hamel retirement gift (Chairmans Allowance)

30.00

Dean Forest Studios – photographs





35.25

H Gane







          520.81

S Pritchard







        1177.67

C Wilkins







          432.08

Wye Waste Ltd – skip







81.07

Inland Revenue – PAYE





          486.86

GCC – Pensions






          358.54

OfficeStar – stationery





          118.76

Petty Cash








70.00

All Seasons Garden Care





          187.50

Coleford Carnival of Transport (2002 Event)



        1000.00

INCOME

Current Account

07/02/02
Ernest Heal – Cook/Brown




86.00

12/02/02
Headstone – Ref:  Lee Pickett




54.00

14/02/02
Ernest Heal – Ref: Howells



          258.00

18/02/02
Memorial Services Ltd. Ref: F M Smith


32.00

18/02/02
Plot Purchase – A. G. Haines



          112.00

20/02/02
Christmas Lights – Chamber of Trade

        1825.00

High Interest Account

11/02/02
Gross Credit Interest




          193.68

27/02/02
Norwich Union Dividend




12.13

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.30pm

…………………………

CHAIRMAN.

